Outcome of exposure to community violence in female adolescents.
The purpose of the study was to describe outcomes related to exposure to community violence in 2 samples of female adolescents. The design was cross-sectional. Data were collected by home visit and on a college campus. The female adolescents were recruited from a teen clinic (n=39) and from freshman orientation classes at a large urban university (n=61). Depressive symptoms. Although the 2 groups differed by age, race, and socioeconomic status, there were no differences in social support, depressive symptoms, or being a victim of violence. Adolescents recruited from the teen clinic had higher scores on witnessing violence and were exposed to more aggressive acts of violence. Exposure to community violence is a significant predictor of depressive symptoms in both college students and adolescents from a teen clinic.